
Polk County Advisory Board of Health Minutes 

November 17, 2023 

Member present: Reylon Meeks, Anne Bacon, Thomas Newton  

Members Absent:  Jennifer Olson, Simon Gelleta 

 

Agenda Items Summary 

Approval of Minutes • Board minutes from September and October approved. 

Director Update 

By Helen Eddy 

• Harm reduction kit update 

 

Deputy Director Update 

By Mandy Penning 

• Back in July our FEP coordinator, for Central Iowa Healthcare Coalition, left the 

coalition.  We kept that position open because we did not know what will happen with 

the state reorg.  It has been decided that Polk County will house the new FEP 

coordinator.  Position will hopefully be posted sometime in January. 

Social Media & Public 

Health Communications 

By Madisun VanGundy 
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Program Updates Disease 
Prevention 
By Kari Lebeda Townsend 

• Kari was off.  

• Helen reported that we are monitoring the waste water for Polk County.  We are 

seeing an uptick in COVID.  Franny, in from our team, is working with Des Moines 

Water Works about adding influenza and RSV to the monitoring list. 

Committee Member 
Comments 

• None 

Public Comments • None 
Adjournment 8:57 a.m. 



Next Meeting December 15 at 8:30am 

Others present: 

Helen Eddy, PCHD 

Mandy Penning, PCHD 

Heather Flaherty, PCHD 

Andrea Petrovich, Asst. County Attorney 

Madisun VanGundy, PCHD 


